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THE OLD MUSKET GAME: A Brief History

Welcome, once again, to one of this community’s great traditions--the rivalry game for “The Old Musket.”  
This year marks the 62nd anniversary of the first game between GHS and HHS.

East San Diego County’s oldest high school sports trophy, the “Old Musket” symbolizes the honorable 
struggle between two brother institutions, the elder Grossmont High (1920) and its first district sibling--Helix 
High (1951).

Since the first matchup on November 2, 1951, this local community rivalry game has held a special place in 
the memories of all players, coaches, parents, alumni, faculty and fans--whether their team had won or lost 
that year.  

The original “musket” came from the family of Jack Campbell, Helix High School’s first senior class presi-
dent, starting halfback and 1952 Class valedictorian.  Campbell’s father Sidney had inherited the 19th 
century antique firearm, sometimes referred to as “Old Betsey” and the “Campbell Musket,” and offered it 
to the schools as a perpetual trophy.

In the 1950’s and the 1960’s, the Musket Games were so popular that the contests were regularly 
scheduled for Aztec Bowl at San Diego State or Balboa Stadium downtown.

The Grossmont versus Helix game has seen many great matchups featuring outstanding players,  
championship teams and life-long memories that have fed local history and legend.

In many ways the Foothiller-Highlander rivalry is a celebration of the close-knit comradeship of good, clean, 
hard-fought competition.

(Edited from an 2012 article by Jim Newland, La Mesa Historical Society President and Historian)

Helix Football Roster 2013
# First Last Ht. Wt. Gr. Position

1 Aaron Hardin 5'11 185 12th WR/C Head Coach Troy Starr
2 Adrian Petty 5'6 150 10th RB/C
3 Derrick Clark 5'10 195 10th RB/S Defensive CoordinatoSam Friend
4 Jalen Davis 5'11 170 12th S/C/WR/HB
6 Dashawn Keirsey 6'1 165 11th WR/C/S Quarterbacks Matt Stevens
8 Mekhi Stevenson 5'11 165 10th WR/C
9 Michael  Austin 6'0 165 10th QB Running Backs Maury Cole

10 Jalen Carter 6'0 175 11th S/RB
11 Luke Holloway 6'3 195 11th TE/DE Wide Recievers Casey Ash
12 Jihad Woods 5'9 190 10th LB/RB
14 Marcus Norris 6'5 185 11th K Offensive Line Jim Nottoli
15 Rueben Leasau 6'2 210 12th LB/TE/HB Chris Holmes
16 Scott Young 5' 11 175 9th Safety Dan Iovine
17 Blake Lester 6'0 190 11th P/K
18 Austin Rowley 5'11 155 11th K/P Tight Ends/FullbacksJames Cook
20 Nathan Stinson 5'6 165 10th RB/DB
21 Michael Benjamin 6'3 185 11th S Defensive Line Sam Friend
22 Isaiah Young 5'10 200 12th S/LB/FB/TE Walter Perkins
23 Gustavo Partida 6'0 180 12th WR/C
25 Anthony Swanegan 6'0 165 11th S Linebackers Jim Nottoli
26 Jabrion Burnside 6'0 205 12th RB/LB
27 Jelani Pritchard 5'10 165 12th WR/C Defensive Backs Damaja Jones
30 Shane Smith 6'1 175 12th OL/DL Kevin J Williams
31 Thomar Whollery 6'5 230 11th DL
32 Quincy Harrison 6'2 170 12th DE
33 De'andre Williams 5'10 175 10th LB
40 RJ Valdez 5'9 180 11th FB/TE/LB
41 Solomon Worthey 5'10 185 11th DL
42 Elijah Noa 5'8 180 12th DL
43 Ethan Dickerson 6'1 210 11th OL/DL
44 Ezekiel Noa 6'0 205 9th LB
50 Jalen Wyatt 6'3 250 12th OL/DL
51 Mike Fajardo 5'10 215 12th OL/DL
52 Forrest Hanlon 6'2 205 10th DE/LB
53 Joseph Tauanu'u 5'8 220 10th OL/DL
54 Joseph Toilolo 5'9 215 11th OL/DL
55 Christian Chavez 5'11 225 11th OL/DL
56 Jaylon Kuykendall 6'1 295 11th OL/DL Suppport Staff
57 Shamar Todd 6'1 255 11th OL/DL Executive Director Dr. Mike Lewis
58 Xavier Tuitele 6'1 220 12th OL/DL/TE
59 Kevin Moore 6'1 250 11th Ol/DL Athletic Director Damon Chase
60 Aram Fregoso 5'9 260 12th OL/DL
61 Adrian Magana 5'8 220 12th Ol/DL Head Trainer Kathryn Welch
64 Travis Wyatt 6' 3 200 12th OL/DL
65 Ennovy Halton 6'3 220 10th OL/DL
67 James Houston 6'3 235 12th OL/DL Team Doctor Christopher Pallia
88 Mason Vinyard 6'5 200 10th TE/DE
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Grossmont Foothillers 
Varsity Football Roster – 2013

Name   #  Pos.  Grade  HT. WT.
Alijah Avant   1  RB  11  5-6 158   
Christian Brooks   2  WR  12  5-11     170  
BJ Gonzales   3  DB  11  5-9 152     
Will Kelley   4  DB/KR  12  5-9 160   
Jake Lopez   5  LB  11  5-9 ½  175   
Christian Meno   6  DB  12  6-1 181   
Kalvin Waters    7  DL/RB  12  6-1 207      
Malik Hayes   8  LB  11  6-5 208   
JT Barnes     9  WR/K  12  6-3 200   
Kevin Hurst  10  DB  12  5-9   170   
Hunter Reiner  11  WR  11  6-0 155    
Aspen Caraway  12  DB  11  5-7 160   
Matt Oropallo  13  WR  12  6-0 180   
Anthony Lawrence  14  QB  12  6-2  198   
Calvin Farris  15  QB  10  6-0 193   
DJ Hill   16  WR  12  5-6 135                     
David Donahue  17  WR/K  12  5-10 160   
Jacob Denson  18  LB/QB  11  6-1 197     
Perry Sherrod  20  DB  12  6-0 ½  182   
Brody Fredrich  21  DB  11  5-8 152   
Eddie Hoppe  22                   WR  12  6-0 150   
Averi Smith  23  DB  12  5-7  165   
Josh Anderson  24  RB  12  5-11 195   
Danny Manzano  25  DB  11  5-9 150    
Ricky Valdez  26  RB  11  5-10   195   
Lucas Mederios  27  DB  11  5-9  153   
D’Angelo Botley  28  WR  11  6-0 194   
Sam Stotler  29  DB  11  5-8 155  
Brandon Bland  30  DL  12  6-6 270 
Jake Harr   32  RB  10  5-7 167  
Kenny King  33  RB  12  5-9 175   
Ryan Marchand  34  DB  12  5-11  165   
Dyllan Jones  35  DB  12  5-8 160   
Tyriece Starr  36  WR  11  6-0 145   
David Makaj  40  DB  11  5-10 154     
Donald Bloodworth  42  LB  12  5-10 ½  180   
Donavon Okorocha  43   DL  12  6-4 201     
Anthony Rios  46  LB  12  5-11 194    
Brandon Wagner  47  LB  11  5-9 155 
Ryan Young  48  LB  11  6-3 180    
Angel Esparza  50  LB  11  5-9 190   
Ryan Barnes  51  LB  11  5-11 185   
Marquis Mesa  52  LB  12  5-9 205   
Tyler Millican  53  LB  11  6-0   208   
Gian Waki   54  LB  11  5-9 191   
Anthony Alton  55  LB  12  6-1 175   
Justin Peace  56  DL  12  6-1 190   
Tristen Cox  57  OL  11  5-8  225    
Amarey Epperson  58  OL  11  6-0 ½  212   
Brad Boyce  61  OL  12  6-1 222   
Matt Macy   62  LB  12  5-11 180   
Chaz Cadwalader  63  DL  11  6-2 255   
Dustin Binns  64  OL  12  6-3 280    
Scott Fohring  66  OL  11  6-0 237  
Marcus Morgan  67  OL  11  5-11 268    
Mahmoud Said  68  DL  12  6-0 265    
Samson Serrano  69  OL  12  5-9 234    
Eric Rodriguez  70  OL  11  5-8 200   
Michael Byerline  72  OL  11  6-2  218   
Tariq Butros  74  OL  11  6-1 270   
Logan Candelario  75  OL  11  6-0  260   
Josh Surber  76  DL  11  6-0 310   
Gabe Saenz  77  OL  11  6-3 325   
Julio Villa   78  DL  11  5-11 249   
AJ Shaw   80  WR  11  5-8 154   
Tyson Nevels  85  DL  11  5-11 184 
Nathan Hamilton  90  DL  11  6-1 205   
Daylon Clemons  91  DL  11  6-2 ½   191   
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Score: Grossmont 13 Helix 7 
2013
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1953

Score: Helix 32 Grossmont 7 

Grossmont

Helix

Partial Roster, taken from 
1954 El Recuerdo yearbook
Gene Ackert
Dick Bronson
Don Caporal
Sal Contreras
Lynn Cupp
Charles Ford

Ray Gillespie
Dick Homuth
Pete Pollock
Bob Stockton
Barry Thibodeau
Denny Vopat
Joe Welch
Ivan Wiker
Head Coach: Bud Nygren

Partial Roster, taken from 
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THE OLD MUSKET GAME: A Brief History

Welcome, once again, to one of this community’s great traditions--the rivalry game for “The Old Musket.”  
This year marks the 62nd anniversary of the first game between GHS and HHS.

East San Diego County’s oldest high school sports trophy, the “Old Musket” symbolizes the honorable 
struggle between two brother institutions, the elder Grossmont High (1920) and its first district sibling--Helix 
High (1951).

Since the first matchup on November 2, 1951, this local community rivalry game has held a special place in 
the memories of all players, coaches, parents, alumni, faculty and fans--whether their team had won or lost 
that year.  

The original “musket” came from the family of Jack Campbell, Helix High School’s first senior class presi-
dent, starting halfback and 1952 Class valedictorian.  Campbell’s father Sidney had inherited the 19th 
century antique firearm, sometimes referred to as “Old Betsey” and the “Campbell Musket,” and offered it 
to the schools as a perpetual trophy.

In the 1950’s and the 1960’s, the Musket Games were so popular that the contests were regularly 
scheduled for Aztec Bowl at San Diego State or Balboa Stadium downtown.

The Grossmont versus Helix game has seen many great matchups featuring outstanding players,  
championship teams and life-long memories that have fed local history and legend.

In many ways the Foothiller-Highlander rivalry is a celebration of the close-knit comradeship of good, clean, 
hard-fought competition.

(Edited from an 2012 article by Jim Newland, La Mesa Historical Society President and Historian)

Helix Football Roster 2013
# First Last Ht. Wt. Gr. Position

1 Aaron Hardin 5'11 185 12th WR/C Head Coach Troy Starr
2 Adrian Petty 5'6 150 10th RB/C
3 Derrick Clark 5'10 195 10th RB/S Defensive CoordinatoSam Friend
4 Jalen Davis 5'11 170 12th S/C/WR/HB
6 Dashawn Keirsey 6'1 165 11th WR/C/S Quarterbacks Matt Stevens
8 Mekhi Stevenson 5'11 165 10th WR/C
9 Michael  Austin 6'0 165 10th QB Running Backs Maury Cole

10 Jalen Carter 6'0 175 11th S/RB
11 Luke Holloway 6'3 195 11th TE/DE Wide Recievers Casey Ash
12 Jihad Woods 5'9 190 10th LB/RB
14 Marcus Norris 6'5 185 11th K Offensive Line Jim Nottoli
15 Rueben Leasau 6'2 210 12th LB/TE/HB Chris Holmes
16 Scott Young 5' 11 175 9th Safety Dan Iovine
17 Blake Lester 6'0 190 11th P/K
18 Austin Rowley 5'11 155 11th K/P Tight Ends/FullbacksJames Cook
20 Nathan Stinson 5'6 165 10th RB/DB
21 Michael Benjamin 6'3 185 11th S Defensive Line Sam Friend
22 Isaiah Young 5'10 200 12th S/LB/FB/TE Walter Perkins
23 Gustavo Partida 6'0 180 12th WR/C
25 Anthony Swanegan 6'0 165 11th S Linebackers Jim Nottoli
26 Jabrion Burnside 6'0 205 12th RB/LB
27 Jelani Pritchard 5'10 165 12th WR/C Defensive Backs Damaja Jones
30 Shane Smith 6'1 175 12th OL/DL Kevin J Williams
31 Thomar Whollery 6'5 230 11th DL
32 Quincy Harrison 6'2 170 12th DE
33 De'andre Williams 5'10 175 10th LB
40 RJ Valdez 5'9 180 11th FB/TE/LB
41 Solomon Worthey 5'10 185 11th DL
42 Elijah Noa 5'8 180 12th DL
43 Ethan Dickerson 6'1 210 11th OL/DL
44 Ezekiel Noa 6'0 205 9th LB
50 Jalen Wyatt 6'3 250 12th OL/DL
51 Mike Fajardo 5'10 215 12th OL/DL
52 Forrest Hanlon 6'2 205 10th DE/LB
53 Joseph Tauanu'u 5'8 220 10th OL/DL
54 Joseph Toilolo 5'9 215 11th OL/DL
55 Christian Chavez 5'11 225 11th OL/DL
56 Jaylon Kuykendall 6'1 295 11th OL/DL Suppport Staff
57 Shamar Todd 6'1 255 11th OL/DL Executive Director Dr. Mike Lewis
58 Xavier Tuitele 6'1 220 12th OL/DL/TE
59 Kevin Moore 6'1 250 11th Ol/DL Athletic Director Damon Chase
60 Aram Fregoso 5'9 260 12th OL/DL
61 Adrian Magana 5'8 220 12th Ol/DL Head Trainer Kathryn Welch
64 Travis Wyatt 6' 3 200 12th OL/DL
65 Ennovy Halton 6'3 220 10th OL/DL
67 James Houston 6'3 235 12th OL/DL Team Doctor Christopher Pallia
88 Mason Vinyard 6'5 200 10th TE/DE

Coaching Staff
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1991 Photo of GHS students holding Musket

Head Coach: Troy Starr



Thank You 
Jim Newland, La Mesa Historical Society President, for having the vision of the Retro Jersey Game 

between long time rivals, Grossmont HS and Helix HS, and the La Mesa Historical Society for 
managing the fundraising campaign for both schools last year.

David Rodriguez of Copy-It for creating the design for the program.

All of the wonderful Grossmont High School alumni who have donated football programs 
and yearbooks to the GHS Museum, which enabled us to “take this trip down memory lane”.

Thank you to Sharon Davis, sponsor of this program in honor of Bill Davis, Class of 1948, and past GHS Principal, 
a man who loved Grossmont.

Grossmont High School 
vs. 

helix high School

Battle for the Musket
November 1st, 2013

Another one for the books

Gus and Gertie Lane Griffith

Ron Wade, Gus, and Ed Stalder at the 1st Retro 
Jersey Game.

1957

1989

2012

2nd annual retro jersey game

Scotty


